Compared to other offenders, DWI offenders are older, better educated, and more commonly white and male. Of DWI offenders, about half of those in jail reported drinking for at least 4 hours prior to their arrest, while about half on probation reported drinking at least 3 hours. About half of DWI offenders in jail reported consuming at least 5.8 ounces of ethanol (equivalent to about 12 beers or 6 glasses of wine); about half of those on probation reported consuming 4.0 ounces of ethanol. The estimated average blood alcohol concentration (BAC) of DWI offenders in jail was .24 grams of alcohol per deciliter of blood; for those on probation it was .19 g/dl.
These findings are based on personal interviews of probationers, jail inmates, and State prisoners. The 1995 Survey of Adults on Probation, the 1996 Survey of Inmates in Local Jails, and the 1997 Survey of Inmates in State Correctional Facilities collected detailed data on offenders. While each survey covers a broad range of issues, this report focuses on criminal histories of DWI offenders and the extent of their alcohol use and treatment.
U.S. Department of Justice Office of Justice Programs
y Between 1990 and 1997 the number of arrests for driving under the influence of alcohol or drugs decreased 18%, while the number of licensed drivers increased nearly 15%.
y The largest number of DWI offenders under correctional supervision (89%) were on probation; the remaining 11% were in jail (8%) and in State prison (3%).
y A third of DWI offenders on probation compared to about two-thirds in jail reported prior DWI sentences. Of DWI offenders, 34% in jail and 8% on probation reported three or more prior DWI offenses.
y Of DWI offenders, about 37% on probation and nearly 47% in jail exhibited indicators of past alcohol dependence. Over half of DWI offenders in jail (66%) or on probation (55%) reported a domestic dispute while under the influence of alcohol.
y Of DWI offenders on probation, over half reported ever receiving alcohol treatment or participating in a self-help program. More probationers than jail inmates reported that since their sentence began they had received alcohol treatment (46% versus 4%) or had participated in a self-help program (62% versus 17%).
Arrests for driving under the influence of alcohol or drugs (DUI) have been generally declining since 1986
In 1997 there were an estimated 183 million licensed drivers in the United States, up from 159 million in 1986 (table  1) . While the number of licensed drivers increased, the number of DUI arrests as reported by the FBI Uniform Crime Reports declined from about 1.8 million in 1986 to 1.5 million in 1997. As a result, the overall rate of arrest for DUI offenders per 100,000 drivers decreased from 1,124 in 1986 to 809 in 1997.
The number of DUI arrests fluctuated from year to year between 1986 and 1990 . After 1990 the number of arrests began to fall steadily until 1995 when the number began to rise.
The decline in the number of DUI arrests may be partially explained by the aging of licensed drivers. In 1997 there were more licensed drivers age 35-54 than in 1986. While the percentage of arrests that these offenders account for increased, their rate of arrest decreased.
In 1986 and 1997 persons age 21-24 accounted for the largest number of DUI arrests per 100,000 drivers (2,384 and 1,695, respectively); those 65 or older accounted for the smallest number (114 and 78, respectively) (table 2). Although those 65 and older accounted for more than 12% of drivers in 1986 and 1997, they made up less than 1.5% of persons arrested for DUI.
In 1986 persons age 16-20 accounted for nearly 11% of DUI arrests; in 1997, about 9%. The sharpest decline in the rate of arrest over the same period occurred for those age 19-20 (a 33% decline). While every State in 1997 had a legal minimum drinking age of 21, some States in 1986 still had lower minimum drinking ages.
Most States report a decline in DUI arrest rates
In 1991 the FBI in its Uniform Crime Report began including DWI arrests by State. Between 1991 and 1997 some States experienced sharp declines in the rate of DUI arrests. In 1991 New Mexico reported the highest rate of DUI arrest in the country (2,213 per 100,000 drivers), followed by Colorado (1, 865) and Kentucky (1, 727) . However, since 1991 New Mexico and Colorado have experienced the sharpest declines in the rate of DUI arrest (down to 1,156 and 827, respectively in 1997) .
Although data are not available for Kentucky for 1997, by 1994 its rate of DUI arrest had decreased to 685 per 100,000 drivers.
In 1997 Minnesota reported the highest rate of DUI arrest (1,385 per 100,000), followed by Washington (1,261) and North Carolina (1,252).
In 1991 the States with the lowest rates of DUI arrest were Rhode Island (348), New York (453), and Pennsylvania (510). In 1997 the States with the lowest rates were Rhode Island (306) and Massachusetts (419 While the Nation experienced a general decline in the rate of DUI, a few States saw increased rates. North Carolina experienced the greatest increase. In 1991 there were 645 DUI arrests for every 100,000 drivers; in 1997 the rate increased to 1,252 (table 3) .
In 1991 North Carolina was among the five States with the lowest rate of DUI arrests, and by 1997, North Carolina was among the top three. The rate of DUI arrests also increased in Minnesota (from 1,145 per 100,000 drivers in 1991 to 1,385 in 1997) and in West Virginia (from 661 in 1991 to 760 in 1997).
Average DUI arrest rate higher in States with a .08 g/dl legal blood alcohol concentration (BAC) limit than in States with a .10 g/dl limit
Prior to 1983 no State had a law setting the BAC limit at .08 grams of alcohol per deciliter of blood. In 1983 Oregon and Utah enacted .08 g/dl BAC illegal per se laws, which made it illegal in and of itself to drive with an alcohol concentration measured at or above .08 g/dl. By the end of 1991 three additional States had adopted this limit. By the end of 1997, 15 States had the legal BAC limit of .08 g/dl. The remaining States and the District of Columbia had a legal BAC limit of .10 g/dl.
In 1997 the average DUI arrest rate for those States with a .08 g/dl legal BAC level was 952 per 100,000 drivers; for those States with a .10 g/dl legal limit, the rate was 829 per 100,000.
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Note: The number of arrests in each State were estimated by multiplying the number reported to the FBI times the ratio of the total population to the population in the participating law enforcement agencies. Estimates were then rounded to the nearest 100.
--Insufficient data to provide State estimates. a National estimates include data from States not shown separately. b States with a legal BAC limit of .08 g/dl in 1997. Sources: FBI, Crime in the United States (1991 , 1994 , and 1997 ) and Federal Highway Administration, Highway Statistics (1991 , 1994 , and 1997 1983, 1989, and 1996, and adjusted to the 1986, 1990, and 1996 estimates from the Annual Survey of Jails. c Based on estimates from the Survey of Inmates in State Adult Correctional Facilities, 1986 Facilities, , 1991 Facilities, , and 1997 , and adjusted to the yearend custody counts reported in the National Prisoner Statistics (NPS-1), 1986, 1990 , and 1997.
--Not available. a Based on estimates from the Survey of Adults on Probation, 1995, and counts from the Annual Probation Survey, 1986 Survey, , 1990 Survey, , and 1997 All DWI offenders on probation had at least one condition to their sentence Almost all DWI offenders on probation (94%) had also been sentenced to pay a fee, fine, or court costs & the most common type of condition imposed by the court (table 5) . About a quarter were required to perform some type of community service. Thirteen percent were either confined or monitored, which included house arrest, electronic monitoring, curfews, and other restrictions of movement. About 4 in 10 DWI offenders on probation were formally required to maintain employment or to enroll in some type of educational or training program. Over a fifth were required to attend counseling.
An estimated 86% of DWI offenders on probation were required to get treatment for alcohol abuse; 27% were required to receive treatment for drug abuse. About 10% were given the condition that they remain alcohol/drug free; about 28% had mandatory drug testing.
As a condition to their sentence, felons on probation for DWI more frequently than misdemeanants were required to be confined or monitored (20% versus 10%), to perform some type of community service (35% versus 22%), or to enroll in some type of educational or training program (50% versus 41%).
Misdemeanants more frequently than felons were required to receive counseling (22% versus 8%) or to attend alcohol abuse treatment (88% versus 77%), while felons more frequently were required to take mandatory drug tests (35% versus 28%) or to attend drug treatment (31% versus 27%).
A third of DWI offenders on probation and nearly two-thirds of those incarcerated reported prior DWI sentences
Of DWI offenders, 33% of those on probation, 61% of those in jail, and 62% of those in prison reported prior DWI offenses (table 6) . Thirty-four percent of those in jail, 17% of those in prison, and 8% of those on probation reported three or more DWI priors.
Among DWI offenders, more of those on probation than those who were incarcerated were first-time offenders for any type of crime. Almost two-thirds of DWI offenders on probation were first-time offenders. About a third of probationers were repeat DWI offenders: 19% had DWI priors only, and nearly 15% had a combination of DWI and other prior offenses. Four percent of DWI offenders on probation had been convicted in the past of only non-DWI offenses.
Of persons sentenced for a DWI offense, about 33% of those sentenced to jail and 14% of those sentenced to prison were first-time offenders. About 19% of those sentenced to jail had only prior DWI convictions, 6% had only other prior offenses, and 43% had both DWI and other offense priors. Of those sentenced to prison, 19% had only DWI priors, about 24% had other offense priors only, and 43% had a combination of DWI and other offense priors.
Over half of DWI offenders in jail were on probation, parole, or pretrial release at time of new offense Of DWI offenders in jail, 52% were on probation, parole, or pretrial release when they committed the new offense for which they were incarcerated. DWI offenders on probation or in jail or prison and involved in the criminal justice system at the time of arrest were most commonly arrested while on probation or parole: 9% of probationers, 45% of jail inmates, and 56% of prisoners. Of DWI offenders on probation, nearly 9 out of 10 were not involved in the criminal justice system at time of arrest. Of incarcerated offenders, 46% of those in jail and 43% of those in prison had no criminal justice status at time of arrest.
--Data not collected. (table 7) . Among probationers and State prisoners, about 1 in 5 DWI offenders were age 45 or older, compared to 1 in 9 offenders sentenced for other offenses. Among jail inmates, 15% of DWI offenders, compared to 7% of other offenders, were in this age group. For probationers or jail inmates, about 10% of the DWI offenders but nearly 33% of other offenders were under age 25. DWI offenders were better educated than other offenders. Thirty-seven percent of DWI offenders on probation, 18% of those in jail, and 16% of those in prison had attended some college. Among other offenders, 27% of those on probation, 15% of those in jail, and 13% of those in State prison had some college education.
Although correctional populations are predominantly male, women constitute a smaller proportion among DWI offenders than among other types of offenders. Among probationers, females accounted for 17% of DWI offenders, 7% of those in jail, and 6% of those in prison. Among other offenders, females accounted for 22% of probationers, 10% of jail inmates, and about 6% of State prisoners.
Over two-thirds of DWI offenders under correctional supervision (74% of probationers and 68% of both jail inmates and prisoners) were white and non-Hispanic. Among other offenders, 58% of probationers, 35% of jail inmates, and 33% of prisoners were white.
Among DWI offenders Hispanics represented a higher percentage of jail and prison inmates than of probationers. About 17% of both jail and prison DWI inmates were Hispanic, compared to 9% of those on probation.
Females account for a growing number of DWI offenders in jails
Although males accounted for over 90% of DWI offenders in jail in 1983, 1989, and 1996 , females accounted for slightly more offenders in 1996 (7%) than in 1989 (4%) and 1983 (5%). Forty percent of jail inmates reported consuming 7 or more ounces of ethanol, while 23% of DWI offenders on probation reported the same amount of ethanol consumption (table 8) . Twenty-one percent of DWI offenders on probation and 13% of those in jail said they consumed less than the amount of ethanol in four 12-ounce beers.
Half of all DWI offenders in jail reported consuming at least 5.8 ounces of ethanol, and half of those on probation reported consuming at least 4.0 ounces.
Males on probation reported consuming about the same amount of ethanol as females (4.1 and 3.8, respectively). However, of DWI offenders in jail, males reported consuming more ethanol than females: half of the men said they had consumed 5.8 ounces or more, while half of the women disclosed that they had consumed 4.2 ounces or more.
About half of the DWI offenders who reported drinking prior to arrest consumed beer only
Half of DWI offenders on probation and over half of those in jail reported drinking only beer prior to their arrest. Nearly 30% of DWI offenders on probation or in jail reported drinking a combination of beer and liquor. Table 10 . Number of hours spent drinking and amount of ethanol consumed prior to arrest by probationers and jail inmates convicted of DWI Convicted DWI offenders in jail, regardless of type of alcohol consumed, drank more than those on probation. Over half of jail inmates who drank beer only consumed less than 5 ounces of ethanol, while over a quarter consumed more than 7 ounces. Of those who drank liquor only, 34% consumed less than 5 ounces; about 60% consumed more than 7 ounces. And of those who drank liquor and beer, 22% consumed less than 5 ounces, and over 60% consumed more than 7 ounces.
DWI offenders on probation drank for fewer hours and consumed less ethanol than those in jail
About half of DWI offenders on probation reported drinking for 3 or more hours prior to their arrest; among those in jail, about half said they drank for 4 or more hours (table 10) . On average, DWI offenders on probation reported consuming 6 ounces of ethanol, and those in jail, 8.2 ounces.
Eight percent of DWI offenders on probation and 11% of those in jail reported drinking for 10 or more hours prior to their arrest. Of DWI offenders who drank for more than 10 hours prior to their arrest, those on probation on average consumed less ethanol than those in jail (11.0 ounces and 16.3 ounces, respectively).
Fifty-one percent of DWI offenders on probation and 43% of those in jail reported drinking for 3 hours or less before arrest. On average, these probationers drank the equivalent to 3.2 ounces of ethanol, and the jail inmates drank 3.3 ounces.
BAC levels were higher among DWI offenders in jail than among those on probation
The National Highway Traffic Safety Administration has provided a formula that permits estimation of blood alcohol concentration (BAC). The formula incorporates estimates of ethanol consumption, the number of hours spent drinking, and the offender's gender and body weight. (See Methodology for further detail and underlying assumptions.)
The estimated average BAC for DWI offenders on probation was .19 grams of alcohol per deciliter of blood, while for convicted DWI offenders in jail it was .24 g/dl (table 11). Females had a slightly higher estimated average BAC than males among both probationers (.22 g/dl compared to .18 g/dl) and jail inmates (.30 g/dl compared to .24 g/dl). Estimated BAC levels were the highest among probationers age 21-24 (.23 g/dl) and jail inmates age 35-39 (.27 g/dl). Except for offenders age 40-49, average BAC levels were higher for jail inmates than for probationers in every age group.
Among DWI offenders in jail, those who drank liquor (.31 g/dl) or a combination of beer and liquor (.30 g/dl) prior to their arrest had a higher mean BAC than those who drank only beer (.20 g/dl). Among probationers, those who drank beer and liquor prior to their arrest had a higher estimated average BAC than those drinking other combinations of alcohol or beer only (.23 g/dl, .21 g/dl, and .15 g/dl, respectively). Average BAC levels increased sharply with the number of hours spent drinking. Among DWI offenders who said they had been drinking for more than 3 hours, those in jail had consistently higher average BAC levels than those on probation. Of those drinking for at least 8 hours prior to their arrest, the estimated BAC levels were nearly 3 times the legal limit of .10 g/dl.
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Nearly 1 in 3 DWI offenders on probation and 2 in 5 in jail reported drinking daily About 31% of DWI offenders on probation and nearly 40% of those in jail reported drinking daily (table 12) . Over half of probationers and 44% of jail inmates reported drinking at least once a week. DWI offenders on probation or in jail who consumed more alcohol prior to their arrest reported a higher frequency of usual drinking. Of probationers who reported consuming less than 2 ounces of ethanol prior to arrest, 73% reported that they usually drank daily or at least once per week; of those in jail, 80%. Of those on probation or in jail who reported consuming 10 or more ounces of ethanol, 94% and 91%, respectively, reported usually drinking daily or at least once per week.
Over a third of DWI offenders on probation and nearly half in jail exhibited signs of past alcohol dependence
According to the CAGE diagnostic instrument, 37% of DWI offenders on probation and 47% of those in jail reported experiences which were consistent with a history of alcohol abuse or dependence (table 13) . More DWI offenders on probation or in jail reported alcohol abuse or dependence than other offenders. Among other offenders, about 1 in 6 probationers and 1 in 4 jail inmates reported 3 or more signs of alcohol dependence.
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Note: Percents may not add to 100% because of rounding. Only jail inmates convicted of DWI reported frequency of drinking alcohol and amount of alcohol consumed prior to arrest. The CAGE questionnaire is a diagnostic instrument for detecting a person's history of alcohol abuse or dependence. CAGE is an acronym for the four questions used by the instrument & attempts to (C)ut back on drinking, (A)nnoyance at others' criticism of one's drinking, feelings of (G)uilt about drinking, and needing a drink first thing in the morning as an (E)ye opener to steady the nerves. The CAGE instrument determines a person's likelihood of alcohol abuse by the number of positive responses to these four questions. Table 13 . Signs of alcohol dependency as determined by the CAGE questionnaire among probationers and jail inmates Across each category of the CAGE questionnaire, a higher percentage of DWI offenders on probation or in jail reported positive responses than did other offenders. DWI offenders on probation or in jail most commonly reported they felt they should cut down on their drinking (68% and 74%). Both less frequently reported needing to have a drink first thing in the morning (24% of probationers and 38% of jail inmates).
DWI offenders reported more alcoholrelated troubles than other offenders
To determine experiences related to alcohol use, offenders were asked whether because of their drinking they had lost a job or had been arrested or held at a police station or whether while drinking they had been in a domestic dispute or had gotten into a physical fight. A substantial percentage of both probationers and jail inmates reported troubled behavior associated with alcohol use. DWI offenders on probation or in jail reported higher rates of involvement in all four activities than did other offenders (table 14) .
Among DWI offenders on probation or in jail, the most commonly reported experience associated with alcohol use was being arrested or held at a police station, reported by 77% of those on probation and 82% of those in jail. Over half of both probationers (55%) and jail inmates (66%) reported involvement in a domestic dispute while they were drinking. Nearly 10% of DWI offenders on probation and 23% in jail reported losing their job because of drinking.
DWI offenders who consumed greater amounts of ethanol reported more signs of alcohol dependence
As the amount of ethanol that DWI offenders reported consuming before arrest increased, so did their rates of involvement in alcohol-related experiences (table 15) . Of DWI offenders who consumed less than 2 ounces of ethanol prior to arrest, 29% on probation and 38% in jail showed signs of alcohol dependence. Of those who consumed 10 or more ounces of ethanol prior to arrest, 73% of probationers and 60% of jail 10 DWI Offenders under Correctional Supervision Note: Percents will not add to 100% because the specified categories are not mutually exclusive. Table 15 . Alcohol dependence and related experiences, by the amount of alcohol that DWI offenders on probation and in local jails consumed prior to arrest inmates showed signs of alcohol dependence. DWI offenders on probation or in jail reported more individual signs of alcohol dependence as the amount of ethanol consumed prior to arrest increased. Regardless of the amount of ethanol consumed, DWI offenders on probation or in jail most commonly reported they felt they should cut down on their drinking.
High levels of past drug use reported by DWI offenders
Over three-quarters of DWI offenders in jail and two-thirds of those on probation also reported using drugs in the past (table 16) . Among DWI probationers, marijuana (65%) and stimulants (29%) were the most commonly used drugs, followed by cocaine-based drugs including crack (28%), hallucinogens (20%), depressants (15%), and opiates including heroin (6%). Among jail inmates held for DWI, marijuana (73%) and cocainebased drugs including crack (41%) were the most commonly used followed by stimulants (36%), hallucinogens (33%), depressants (28%), and opiates including heroin (19%).
Thirty percent of those in jail and 17% of those on probation reported drug use in the month prior to arrest. More DWI offenders in jail (10%) than on probation (3%) reported using drugs at the time of offense. Although jail inmates more commonly reported past use, use in the past month, and use at the time of arrest, more probationers (56%) reported being a regular user of drugs than did jail inmates (48%).
In addition to being asked questions regarding alcohol-related experiences, offenders were also asked about experiences related to drug use. DWI offenders on probation or in jail reported lower rates of troubled behaviors than did other offenders across the four drug-related experiences considered (table 17) .
Among DWI offenders, the most commonly reported experience associated with drug use was domestic disputes: 19% of probationers and 25% of jail inmates said they had arguments with their family, friends, spouse, or boyfriend/girlfriend while under the influence of drugs. Nearly 1 in 5 of those in jail for DWI and about 1 in 10 of those on probation had been arrested or held in a police station as a result of their drug use. About 10% of DWI offenders in jail and 3% on probation had lost a job because of their drug use, and about 15% of those in jail and 8% of those on probation said they had been in a physical fight while under the influence of drugs.
About two-thirds of DWI probationers and jail inmates had ever received any alcohol/drug treatment
Nearly two-thirds of DWI offenders on probation and over half of those in jail reported ever attending alcohol or drug abuse treatment, such as time spent in a residential facility, professional counseling, detoxification, or use of a maintenance drug (table 18) . Since admission, nearly half (46%) of probationers and 4% of jail inmates reported receiving these types of alcohol treatment; 8% and 2%, respectively, reported receiving drug abuse treatment.
About 71% of DWI offenders on probation and 67% of those in jail reported past participation in an alcohol or drug abuse program, such as self-help groups, peer counseling, and education/awareness
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Note: Percents will not add to 100% because the specified categories are not mutually exclusive. Table 16 . Prior drug use reported by probationers and jail inmates programs. Sixty-two percent of probationers and 17% of jail inmates reported participation in an alcohol program since their sentencing; 7% and 5%, respectively, reported being in drug treatment.
Overall, about three-quarters of DWI offenders on probation (72%) or in jail (78%) had taken part in either substance abuse treatment or other alcohol and drug programs in the past.
DWI offenders who exhibited the greatest need more frequently reported receiving treatment
Over three-quarters of DWI offenders on probation and nearly a quarter of those in jail who were alcohol dependent reported participating in alcohol treatment or programs. If they answered yes to fewer than three CAGE queries, 65% of the DWI offenders on probation and 15% of those in jail participated in alcohol treatment or programs.
DWI offenders with prior DWI offenses reported higher rates of participation in alcohol treatment and programs than did those with no prior DWI offense. Among DWI offenders on probation with prior DWI offenses, those who reported five or more had a higher rate of participation in alcohol treatment and programs than did those who reported one to two prior DWI offenses (100% and 82%, respectively). Of DWI offenders in jail with prior DWI offenses, between 21% and 25% reported that they had participated in alcohol treatment or programs.
Among DWI offenders with no prior history of DWI offenses, 67% of probationers and 11% of jail inmates had received treatment while under sentence. The most commonly reported mental health treatment received by DWI offenders on probation was individual or group counseling (14% ever receiving it and 4% since their sentence began). Among DWI offenders in jail, the most common mental health treatment reported was the use of prescription medication (14% ever having taken medication and 8% since their sentence began). 
Methodology

Data sources
Accuracy of the estimates
The accuracy of the estimates presented in this report depends on two types of error: sampling and nonsampling. Sampling error is the variation that may occur by chance because a sample rather than a complete numeration of the population was conducted. Nonsampling error can be attributed to many sources, such as nonresponses, differences in the interpretation of questions among inmates, recall difficulties, and processing errors. In any survey the full extent of the nonsampling error is never known.
The sampling error, as measured by an estimated standard error, varies by the size of the estimate and the size of the base population. Estimates of the standard errors for selected characteristics have been calculated for the 1995 probation survey, the 1996 survey of jail inmates, and the 1997 survey of state prisoners (see appendix tables). These standard errors may be used to construct confidence intervals around percentages. For example, the 95% confidence interval around the percentage of probationers who were first-time offenders is approximately 62.7% plus or minus 1.96 times 2.58% (or 57.6% to 67.8%).
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Key survey items on alcohol use at time of arrest These standard errors may also be used to test the statistical significance of the difference between two sample statistics by pooling the standard errors of the two sample estimates. For example, the standard error of the difference between probationers and jail inmates who were first-time offenders would be 3.61% (or the square root of the sum of the squared standard errors for each group). The 95% confidence interval around the difference would be 1.96 times 3.61% (or 7.08%). Since the difference of 30.2% (62.7% minus 32.5%) is greater than 7.08%, the difference would be considered statistically significant.
Estimating the number of DWI offenders under correctional supervision
Estimates of the number of DWI offenders on probation were calculated from the counts from the Annual Probation Survey, 1986 Survey, , 1990 Survey, , and 1997 . The total number of DWI offenders was estimated from the annual surveys. The percentage of known DWI offenders was multiplied by the total probation population for each given year.
Estimates of the number of DWI offenders in local jail were calculated by multiplying the ratio of the number of DWI offenders to the total inmate population from the Survey of Inmates in Local Jails, 1983 Jails, , 1989 Jails, , and 1996 , times the total jail population from the 1986, 1990, and 1997 Annual Survey of Jails.
Estimates of the number of DWI offenders in State prison were calculated by multiplying the 1986, 1991, and 1997 ratio of the number of DWI offenders in State prisons to the total population times the 1986, 1991, and 1997 yearend custody counts reported in the National Prisoner Statistics.
Measuring sentence length
The average sentence lengths calculated for both probationers and jail inmates may be overestimates. Sentence length for probationers was calculated for persons currently on probation. Persons who entered probation with shorter sentences left probation more quickly, resulting in a longer average sentence length among persons remaining to be sampled for the SAP.
For jail inmates, sentence length was calculated for the population held in jail at the time of the survey. Because data on sentence length is restricted to persons in jail, they may overstate the average sentence to be served by those entering jail during a specified time period (an admission cohort). Persons with shorter sentences leave jail more quickly, so that the average sentence of a population in custody emphasizes those who stay longer.
Estimating ounces of ethanol consumed
Detailed data from probationers and jail inmates were collected on the quantity of beer, wine, and liquor consumed prior to their arrest. The reported amount of alcohol consumed was converted into ounces to estimate the ounces of ethanol consumed. One ounce of ethanol is equivalent to the following: 24 ounces of beer (4% alcohol content), 7 ounces of wine (14% alcohol content), or 2 ounces of liquor (100 proof or 50% alcohol content). To determine the amount of ethanol in a six-pack of 12-ounce beers, 6 is multiplied by 12 and then divided by 24, equating to 3 ounces of ethanol.
Conversions are approximations since some beer, wine, or liquor may have a different alcohol content. Mixed drinks were assumed to contain 1.5 ounces of liquor.
